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THE HIGH PRIEST'S PROCESSION ON THE DAY OF 
ATONEMENT. 

The safe exit of the High Priest from the innermost recess of the 
Temple on the Day of Atonement has always been considered the 
most capital event in ancient Israel's religious life. The awe-inspiring 
mystery of the place whereto only once in a twelvemonth one man 
was allowed access, and the belief that the ceremony being performed 
without accident was a token of the granted requests and wishes of 
the nation were facts of too great importance not to strike the fancy 
of the faithful after the dispersion. 

Still, any contemporary record of the way in which the happy 
occurrence was solemnized is absolutely wanting. The Bible contains 
not the slightest hint at a festivity in that connexion, and Philo and 
Josephus keep also silent on the subject. In the Mishna, Yoma VII. 2, 
we find the statement that the High Priest was seen home by the 
congregation, and used to give a feast when he came out from the 
Holy Shrine in safety. The feast, 310 DV, apparently consisted of 
a banquet to which only his friends, l^^niN? , or all his friends, 73? 
1''3niN, were invited. The Jerusalem Gemara adds nothing in the way 
of illustration, and we find in the Babylonian the account of a large 
crowd once parting with the High Priest as soon as it comes across 
the great masters Shemaiah and Abtalion, which affront could hardly 
be done to the high dignitary if the procession bore any official 
character and was formally organized. 

As with all traditions lending themselves to legendary develop- 
ments, the farther we go from the time and scene of the historical 
fact, the more it is enriched with particulars derived from the inven- 
tiveness of writers. It is, however, surprising that on a theme like 
this imagination has played so sober a part. So Rabbenu Asher 
supplements the above particulars of the Mishna only by adding that 
the procession included the leaders and magnates of the nation, 
DvHJI Dyn ^K'NI. In the pi-ayer-books of nearly all rites we find one 
or more poems following the description of the service within the 
Temple, and they all are with the refrain — 

Blissful the eye that watched all this. 
The mere hearing of it fills our souls with sorrow, 
M 3 
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but with the exception of Ibn Ghebirol's, Aben Ezra's, and Jehuda 
Halevy's verses, no breath of true poetry is noticeable in these 
compositions. The authors mentioned, too, do no more than magnify 
the appearance of the High Priest whose face used to shine like 
gems, the sun and stars, and the messengers of Grod. 

Full particulars of a pageant are supplied by a fragment of 
a Corfu MS. now in my hands which cannot be earlier than the 
latter half of the sixteenth century. The MS. to which the fragment 
belonged was in the main the prayer-book after the Romania rite, 
S''J)01") niTriD— of which three editions (Venice and Constantinople, 
xvi and xvii centuries) are known, and a manuscript copy is cursorily 
mentioned by Zunz in p. 102 of lAteraturgeschichte der synagogalen 
Poesie,—hxA it contained also many pieces borrowed from the Spanish 
liturgy, which had already begun to gfet grafted on the Greek rite 
until it supplanted it altogether. After the description of which we 
will speak presently, the most important feature of this fragment 
is the commentary on the Aboda, DdliTl rmx , which in places is in 
a more expanded form than that published in the !!<''3D1"I "lltriD. We 
cannot say with a certainty whether this is the only copy referred 
to by Zunz in the above-mentioned passage of his work; but, as 
a matter of fact, no other MS. with this commentary is entered 
in any catalogue of public libraries*. 

An unknown poet is also revealed to us by this fragment as the 
author of a JUnn, beginning with the words ^311? 1313 '•JSD. According 
to the inscription his name would be WO, but the initials of the four 
stanzas composing the poem form nlCD. Each stanza consists of 
ten lines rhyming alternately, the number of syllables is six, seven, 
or eight, with no set rule, and, with a few exceptions, all its 
phrases are borrowed from the Bible and linked together with taste 
and much correctness. An erroneous expression, ''33? TWiS y'TVS} 
having as subject the enemy of Israel, was evidently suggested by 
awn US? ni"l2f of Ps. XXV. 17, where modern criticism would rightly 

' My article was set in type long before I Rad the good fortune of 
seeing Mr. E. N. Adler's MS. 461, which is a complete prayer-book for 
the Day of Atonement, written in Corfu at a later date than the one 
from which my fragment was taken off, and very probably a copy of 
the same. Mr. Adler's MS. is also supplied with the account of the High 
Priest's pageant, and a commentary on the niBliSn rm« Aboda, differing 
both from that known through the editions and from the one 
described by me, which is the fullest extant. — To Mr. Adler's MS, is 
appended a list of circumcisions operated by a Moel of Corfu which could 
be profitably used in a possible investigation into the history of the 
Jewish Community of thatt town. The earliest recorded circumcision is 
of the year 1660. 
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propose the emendation SH")!! with thou (God) as subject. To meet 
the requirements of meaning and rhyme ^JiliJ'b' must be restored in 
the place of a ^S^'^. 

It was a general belief in the East that the Aboda nCIDPn T\1!tH 
was the work of Shelomo Ibn Ghebirol. We find this error recorded 
both in our MS. and the printed edition of the N^JDII "lltHD, but, 
strangely enough, the latter supplies the additional information that 
the same poetical account was composed by R. Jehuda Hababli, and 
the conflicting statements are slurred over without any notice. The 
words ntyn^S ^nanai which in our fragment precede the text and 
commentary would lead to the belief that the copyist of this MS. was 
the author of the commentary, and chronological considerations 
would not stand against his identification with jnari dn"l3N p ^DV, 
a Corfiote scholar who, in the year 1598, published in Constantinople 
a commentary on the flWyt^in of the Romania rite. 

The account of the pageant which forms the principal subject of 
this article seems also to be from the pen of the learned copyist. At 
first sight we should think that the phrase 31113 TINXD occurring at 
the beginning was used by the author for the purpose of surrounding 
his account with the halo of antiquity, and thus securing to it credit 
and authority. In fact, the ceremony he purports to describe is on 
the whole a retrospective adaptation to ancient Judaism of the 
pageants he must have witnessed either in Corfu or in Venice ; 
perhaps he found the prototype of it in the solemn reception which 
every new Roman Catholic Archbishop was accorded when he first 
landed in Corfu, and in which the representatives of the Jewish 
community were bound to take an official part. There is, however, 
one item which forces the belief that Byzantine customs had their 
share of influence upon the mind of our author. We refer to the 
mention made in the parade of a class of dignitaries known under the 
name of Dl7''ail31Kp, for the identification of which we would in vain 
look in the specification of Venetian hierarchy. In Constantinople, 
however, besides the one x^pTof^vXa^ who fulfilled duties of secretary 
to the Patriarch there were a number of officials with this title whose 
task in the government of the countiy was similar to that of the 
Cabinet Ministers in our day (see Du Cange, Glossarium . . . mediae et 
infimae Graecitatis). Moreover, the distinction between the ''370 JJ"1T 
bNltf''' described as akin (31pn S'lpD) to the High Priest on one hand, 
and the descendants of the 111 IT'S ''37D on the other, would take us 
as far back as the epoch of the Maccabeans, whom one feels tempted 
to recognize under the expression " the Kings of Israel's offspring," 
which without a construction of this kind would yield no satisfactory 
meaning. 
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All these considerations afford reasonable ground for the hypothesis 
that the words 3inD '"DNSD contain a certain amount of truth and are 
to be taken in the sense that our author knew some older descriptions, 
more imaginary than otherwise, of which he has preserved a particular 
or two in his own composition. The medal said to have been struck 
year by year in order to commemorate the entry of the High Priest 
into the Most Holy is an invention of our author. The alleged 
inscription was too long to be included within the narrow area of 
a small piece of metal, and the wish for the rebuilding of the Temple 
expressed in it is an anachronism. 

The only changes we made in the transcription of this curious 
piece are the division into paragraphs, and the addition of punctua- 
tion and numbers to show in a clearer way the order of the procession. 
In line 7, 1103 was substituted for "1103, and in line 9 the repetition 
of CaPN , due to dittography, was omitted. 

ntj'N oyn b D''K>ipn mp ni3D bm in3 insM pin3 tinsd 
.nip^T nosi? nijjE> b& nipux3 03111 ,wd^ Dn3iy vn D^i>Kni''3 
nDpi3 niitiiyoi ni»pii» nui^nn b:f\ ,pb nn d''c5>3'i^d oijisi 

.in*3i' miK pi^Di ^nii3 nixijoi 
3ipn 3ipn '•s ^b^-vtf ^s^jd yiro Nin{5> b* v:b^ \'':h)n miE'Ni 
^111 nu '•3^00 onB* oniN b onnnNr piB'n inv Nin jnsn ba 
^in nu!? 1133 un idin hn^isib ni3i .nr inx nr psj iio3 obi 
fl^N cri'B'i /lis n''3^ 1133 un 1DIN rii3iii lijii rr-s hm onnnsi' 
onnriNi' ^u^mm onnnxi' ^ciiiwi onnnNi* vn QiaiiN nmn 
nbn '•B'o nw nj?K' nniN3 D''K'3ii> ciSi *md i>3i] nnsixn *j?pin 
onnnsi * pnyicn onnnsi ' [f\bii onw nwiN vni p!? ^jwd D'>3n3ni 
onnnxi " ^ciDiB'n onnnNi "■ ^nvsnan '•my onnnNi ' ^niiopn '•ny 
onnnNi" ,Di^''ait3iKp (sic) Nipj n^^? n3 onnnsi*^ .cbioxn b 
.jniiUD D''y3B'n DiTinsi" ,B'ipn nssi'DD n3Ni5Dn '-e^jn {53 
]n3n onnnNi " ,iii niB'yi> om ^103 nMi o''M3 nxo onnnxi " 
,0'':b' cjc iiJin3n ■':pr bs vinsi" }7M^ 
r\b''bn nisn iy in''3^ mnb ^3* 55113 [13 hm Nis cjchd ii3ini 
vn N^'-o^jynD o^jd pne"ay"NB' ^hun v^uii i3iyn oyn pnii '•jao 
ovsv ^hi3 in3n n'- pmb yan^ ibv on ini'' iy Dn''n3^ D''3!jin 
.T-yn ^''jyi lunpi i''3niN^ p>oi nhu niiyo ntjny hm vinN2> 

naiHD !''3 (lisiDD |''3 illXD l^B* HliyO .lE'iyC DIN b 3''''n J31) 
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ay-iij Diia nbn pioan jva n6 IK'S? /niis;D2 Q«3y lorij fna NSi'-ai 
pijwK* ms i'B' iniT'o inN a'^j nw ^ir-a N'-an onno c^jjji ^oni? 
iB'-iai nypa: lonai /i»D ^jyi? nna Ni)i ni'^^?B> no ho ^inis 
p''35?n p3j?n mwa isiv D3n^ sh /jjj^ "Torh mi i6^ ly ^vaj) nb)]) 
13 Nsvai Disn m^hsJi noiy nn''3B'i T-^p ^n^aoi n^raB* nDi»tM 
.(Di''3j?n imij>D3 (Dt» n\n isnjn jna dj ph ^D''''3j>n tnmi 
iTn nr inN .Q'-e'npn tfip n^ao Di^t^a N^ft^ ''s^ nmy ir-n aio dvi 
^5^3 }na '•iii'B '•jn" pe'bn nr na nnaoi ante nii5 f)-iwn )b mmb nisD 
aa^iriE' anipni hmn iT'aa nhu njinaa tib'dk* b^ii jnan ""Jiiia p 
^HT'S^!? ^^1 13 nasi' nr n^ni ^db> iob' pe^ *» niny^ n^"iN 
p jm '•^ '•ja^j m^b nnx '•i3 nsf sin it mi3p3 '<:2W *d 

,ji:{-j >m 

L. Belleli. 



